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SLR Camera Balance Method
David A Clifton

Good photography technique is the balancing of the three aspects of light control.
All setting changes produce a doubling or halving of the light control.

An increase in one aspect coupled with a decrease in another produces an identical exposure.

fastslow

ISO (Film Speed)

6-8-10-12-16-20-25-32-40-50-64-80-100-125-160-200-250-320-400-500-640-800-1000-1250-1600-2000-2500-3200-4000-5000-6400

Absorbes light faster
Needs less light for exposure

More visible grain

Absorbes light slower
Needs more light for exposure
Less visible grain

(common in bold)

f/stop (Aperture)

f/45 - f/32 - f/22 - f/16 - f/11 - f/8 - f/5.6 - f/4 - f/2.8 - f/2 - f/1.4 - f/1

stopping down opening up

Allows less light in
Needs more light for exposure

Allows more light in
Needs less light for exposure

Wide DOF* Narrow DOF*

Shutter Speed

bulb** - 16s - 8s - 4s - 2s - 1s - 1/2 - 1/4 - 1/8 - 1/15 - 1/30 - 1/60*** - 1/125 - 1/250 - 1/500 - 1/1000 - 1/2000 - 1/4000

slow fast

Shutter open longer
Low lighting situations

Shutter open shorter
High lighting situations

Stop actionBlur on movement

*     DOF - Depth of Field (wide allows more image depth in focus - narrow allows less)
**   bulb - Shutter stays open as long as shutter release is held
*** 1/60 - Common flash setting


